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Daniel L Brunner

341 Fawn Trail

West Seneca, NY 14224
DI1b8861(@yahoo.com

May 29®, 2019
Dear Town of West Seneca,

I am writing this letter asking for permission to install a 6° fence around the perimeter of my
backyard, in which part of the yard runs parallel to the street because it is a corner lot. Iam also
asking for permission to have the 6’ fence extend 32’ from the corner of the house to the sidewalk
(asking for more than 10’ so the fence can run along the sidewalk). There is an existing (4°)
fence that is in that location and I would like to install the new 6° fence in the same location. This
letter will provide detailed explanations to why I am asking for these variances.

The first reason I would like to install a 6” fence along the perimeter of the backyard is for safety
and protection. Although West Seneca is a safe town, I still want to have protection from anyone
potentially breaking into my house. Our backyard gets dark at night, and our patio doors would
be an ideal spot to break in. A 6” fence would help keep out any intruders that do not belong on
the property. Also, I have a lot of valuable assets in my backyard/shed that I don’t want to get
stolen. Some of these assets include bikes, a BBQ grill, a small fire pit, a shed filled with
expensive tools, lawn mower, snow blower, and a huge stack of firewood. I have worked hard to
pay for all of these items, would be devastated if any of these were stolen. These were concerns
of mine when we moved in last year, but believe that having a 6 fence along the perimeter of the
backyard would give that extra protection that would make me feel more comfortable.

Also, I would like the extra protection against deer and other animals. On numerous occasions
within the last year I have seen herds of deer in the backyard. There was one incident during the
winter when I went out to the shed to put some tools away, and when I came out of the shed I saw
3 deer standing there in the middle of the yard. I made some noise to scare them off, but they
wouldn’t move. I was concerned for a moment they might attack, but I waited few minutes and
walked around them. I want to take all measures possible to keep the deer out because I don’t
want them to become a danger to myself or anyone on the property.

Furthermore, I am asking to install a 6’ fence is that I don’t want anyone coming into my yard
that is not welcomed and getting hurt accidentally. In the event that someone hopped the fence to
get in my backyard and fell broke their wrist, twisted an ankle, tripped over something and hit
their head, etc., I don’t want to be in a position in which I am held responsible for them getting
hurt. An example would be if there is a 4’ fence, and a ball goes over into our yard, it would be a
lot easier for someone to attempt to jump the fence to get their ball. This could potentially get
them hurt while jumping over (not to mention could damage the fence as well). On the contrary, I
don’t want to worry about my kids playing in the yard and having a ball fly into the street,
causing a potentially dangerous situation when it could have been avoided by having a taller 6
fence.

The second reason I am asking for permission to install a 6° fence is for privacy. The way the
backyard is set up right now, even with the existing 4” fence, you can see our entire backyard
from the road. Not only can you see the entire yard from the road, but you can see through our
patio doors, into the living room. Anyone can see through these doors just walking down the
street. My neighbors can easily look into our living room from their yard as well. This provides



no privacy for when I am sitting downstairs watching TV, exercising, ete. Also, there is no
privacy for when we host a family event and are outside. All the neighbors and anyone coming
down the street can see everything that is going on, and we would like to have a 6 fence so we
can have more privacy.

Furthermore, our neighbors have 2 dogs. Every time I go into the backyard the dogs start barking
at me. The barking will last until the owners take them inside or I go inside. This happens even
with the existing 4° fence up. Also, in the near future, I want to get a dog and would like to have a
6 fence. I believe a 6° fence would prevent any dogs from trying to jump over. I also don’t want
to worry about having my dog in the backyard running around and someone tries to hop over a 4’
fence to get a ball and the dog attacks them. These are preventative measures that I am trying to
take, and a 6’ fence would help prevent potential issues.

The third reason I am asking for permission to install a 6’ fence along the perimeter of my
backyard is to keep unwanted guests of my property. Although I have already mentioned this in
the first reason, I wanted to go into further details of things I have already seen since living here. I
can think of three different occasions within the last year in which I found tennis balls in my yard,
and a volleyball. One of those times I watched the tennis ball bounce and go over, and a kid
hopped the fence to get it. I didn’t say anything to him because he was quick getting the ball, but
that confirmed in my mind that I needed a higher fence. I don’t want to live in this house and
have to worry every spring and summer about kids hopping over the fence because their ball
came into my yard.

Furthermore, although I mentioned deer above as well, I wanted to go into further details about
the deer. While cleaning the backyard this spring I found deer track/prints all over the backyard.
In two different spots of the back yard the grass needed to be re-grown because their imprints
destroyed the lawn. Although I was not happy about having to reseed those spots in the back
yard, my biggest concern is the deer feces that I am finding in the yard. This is a major concern
because it is a health issue, and with kids running around the backyard I don’t want them stepping
in it or getting it on them. A 6’ fence would prevent the deer from coming into our backyard.

My final reason for asking to install a 6 fence around the perimeter of the backyard is because of
curb appeal, and it still is a backyard. I understand that the town views corner lots as two front
yards, but the backyard is where I want to spend time playing with my kids, hosting events, using
it as a spot to “get away” when ’'ve had a long day, etc. and would like the privacy of'a 6” fence
to do those things. There are times I am sitting on the patio relaxing, trying to unwind from a long
day, and I can see/hear the cars coming down the street and see all the walkers walking by. This
is only yards away from where I am sitting. A 6° fence would provide me with the privacy I am
looking for.

As far as curb appeal, I think the 6’ privacy fence on the corner lots look nice, and could add to
the attraction to the property/neighborhood. I drove around the neighborhood the other day and
found 8 corner lots with 6° privacy fences along the same locations [ am asking for, and one of
those houses is across the street (on the corner of Garry and Fawn Trail). I would like to do the
same with my property.

The last thing I want to ask for in this letter is permission to extend the 6’ fence from the corner
of the house to the sidewalk. There is currently an existing fence there that I would like to
replace in the same location, and it extends 32 feet from the corner of the house to the sidewalk
and runs along the sidewalk down the property. I am also asking for this distance because it will
help prevent people from cutting across my lawn while walking on the sidewalk. I grew upona



corner lot and would see kids riding their bikes across the lawn (at a 45 degree angle) instead of
just riding down the sidewalk and turning (90 degrees) when they got to the corner. Lastly, I am
asking for this distance because at 28 feet there is a gas line underground. National fuel told me I
need to stay 2 feet away from the marked line. Keeping the 6’ fence in the existing spot that the
4’ fence is now would be the perfect distance and location.

Thank you for taking the time to listen to my request. I would like to express how grateful and
appreciative I would be if granted permission to install a 6’ fence around the perimeter of our
backyard, and extend it out to the sidewalk. Ilook forward to many years in West Seneca, and
creating memories with my family to last a lifetime.
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